
121 

Office of Foreign Assets Control, Treasury § 515.563 

expenditures in Cuba. The issuer of a 
charge card, or a foreign charge card 
firm owned or controlled by persons 
subject to U.S. jurisdiction, is not au-
thorized to deal with a Cuban enter-
prise, a Cuban national, or a third- 
country person, such as a franchisee, in 
connection with the extension of 
charge card services to any person in 
Cuba. 

(f) Carrying accompanied baggage to 
Cuba. The carrying to Cuba of accom-
panied baggage, as described in 15 CFR 
740.14, provided that no more than 44 
pounds of accompanied baggage per 
traveler may be carried unless other-
wise authorized by the Bureau of In-
dustry and Security of the Department 
of Commerce or, for exportations of 
non-U.S. origin accompanied baggage 
from third countries to Cuba, by a spe-
cific license from OFAC. 

(g) Nothing in this section authorizes 
transactions in connection with tourist 
travel to Cuba, nor does it authorize 
transactions in relation to any busi-
ness travel, including making or agree-
ing to make any investment in Cuba, 
establishing or agreeing to establish 
any branch or agency in Cuba, or trans-
ferring or agreeing to transfer any 
property to Cuba, except transfers by 
or on behalf of individual or group 
travelers authorized pursuant to this 
part. 

[64 FR 25814, May 13, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 36688, July 12, 2001; 68 FR 14146, Mar. 24, 
2003; 69 FR 33771 and 33773, June 16, 2004] 

§ 515.561 Persons visiting members of 
their immediate family in Cuba. 

(a) Visiting a family member who is a 
national of Cuba. Specific licenses may 
be issued on a case-by-case basis to per-
sons subject to U.S. jurisdiction to en-
gage in the travel-related transactions 
set forth in § 515.560(c) for the purpose 
of visiting a member of the person’s 
immediate family who is a national of 
Cuba, as that term is defined in § 515.302 
of this part, in Cuba for a period not to 
exceed 14 days in duration, provided it 
has been at least three years since the 
most recent of the following three 
dates: 

(1) If the applicant emigrated from 
Cuba, the date of emigration; 

(2) The date the applicant left Cuba 
after the applicant’s most recent trip 

to visit family there pursuant to a gen-
eral license from OFAC; 

(3) The date of issuance of the appli-
cant’s most recent specific license to 
visit family in Cuba. 

(b) Visiting a family member who is not 
a national of Cuba. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing persons subject to U.S. ju-
risdiction to engage in the travel-re-
lated transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c) and additional travel-related 
transactions that are directly incident 
to the purpose of visiting a member of 
the person’s immediate family who is 
not a national of Cuba, as that term is 
defined in § 515.302 of this part, in Cuba 
in exigent circumstances, provided the 
person to be visited is in Cuba pursuant 
to an OFAC authorization, the par-
ticular exigency has been reported to 
the U.S. Interests Section in Havana, 
and issuance of the license would sup-
port the mission of the U.S. Interests 
Section in Havana. 

(c) For the purpose of this section, 
the term ‘‘member of a person’s imme-
diate family’’ means any spouse, child, 
grandchild, parent, grandparent, or sib-
ling of that person or that person’s 
spouse, as well as any spouse, widow, or 
widower of any of the foregoing. 

[69 FR 33771, June 16, 2004] 

§ 515.562 Officials of the U.S. govern-
ment, foreign governments, and cer-
tain intergovernmental organiza-
tions traveling to, from, and within 
Cuba on official business. 

The travel-related transactions set 
forth in § 515.560(c) and such additional 
transactions as are directly incident to 
activities in their official capacities by 
persons who are officials of the United 
States Government, any foreign gov-
ernment, or any intergovernmental or-
ganization of which the United States 
is a member and who are traveling on 
the official business of their govern-
ment or international organization are 
authorized. 

[64 FR 25815, May 13, 1999] 

§ 515.563 Journalistic activities in 
Cuba. 

(a) General license. The travel-related 
transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
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such additional transactions as are di-
rectly incident to journalistic activi-
ties in Cuba by persons regularly em-
ployed as journalists by a news report-
ing organization or by persons regu-
larly employed as supporting broadcast 
or technical personnel are authorized. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): See §§ 501.601 and 
501.602 of this chapter for applicable record-
keeping and reporting requirements. The ex-
portation of equipment and other items to be 
used in journalistic activities may require 
separate licensing by the Department of 
Commerce. 

(b) Specific licenses. (1) Specific li-
censes may be issued on a case-by-case 
basis authorizing the travel-related 
transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
other transactions that are directly in-
cident to doing research in Cuba for a 
free-lance article upon submission of 
an adequate written application includ-
ing the following documentation: 

(i) A detailed itinerary and a detailed 
description of the proposed research; 
and 

(ii) A resume or similar document 
showing a record of publications. 

(2) To qualify for a specific license 
pursuant to this section, the itinerary 
for the proposed research in Cuba for a 
free-lance article must demonstrate 
that the research constitutes a full 
work schedule that could not be ac-
complished in a shorter period of time. 

(3) Specific licenses may be issued 
pursuant to this section authorizing 
transactions for multiple trips to Cuba 
over an extended period of time by ap-
plicants demonstrating a significant 
record of free-lance journalism. 

[64 FR 25815, May 13, 1999] 

§ 515.564 Professional research and 
professional meetings in Cuba. 

(a) General license. (1) The travel-re-
lated transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c) and such additional trans-
actions that are directly incident to 
professional research by full-time pro-
fessionals who travel to Cuba to con-
duct professional research in their pro-
fessional areas are authorized, provided 
that: 

(i) The research is of a noncommer-
cial, academic nature; 

(ii) The research comprises a full 
work schedule in Cuba; 

(iii) The research has a substantial 
likelihood of public dissemination; and 

(iv) The research does not fall within 
the categories of activities described in 
paragraph (c), (d), or (e) of this section. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(1): This general li-
cense does not authorize as professional re-
search any travel-related transactions inci-
dent to attendance at professional meetings 
or conferences. Such transactions must ei-
ther qualify under the general license set 
forth in paragraph (a)(2) of this section or be 
the subject of a request for a specific license 
under paragraph (b) of this section. 

(2) The travel-related transactions 
set forth in § 515.560(c) and such addi-
tional transactions as are directly inci-
dent to travel to Cuba by full-time pro-
fessionals to attend professional meet-
ings or conferences in Cuba organized 
by an international professional orga-
nization, institution, or association 
that regularly sponsors meetings or 
conferences in other countries are au-
thorized, provided that: 

(i) The international professional or-
ganization, institution, or association 
is not headquartered in the United 
States unless that organization, insti-
tution, or association has been specifi-
cally licensed to sponsor the meeting 
in Cuba; 

(ii) The purpose of the meeting or 
conference is not the promotion of 
tourism in Cuba or other commercial 
activities involving Cuba that are in-
consistent with this part; and 

(iii) The meeting or conference is not 
intended primarily for the purpose of 
fostering production of any biotechno-
logical products. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): See §§ 501.601 and 
501.602 of this chapter for applicable record-
keeping and reporting requirements. Expor-
tation of equipment and other items, includ-
ing the transfer of technology or software to 
foreign persons (‘‘deemed exportation’’) and 
items not eligible for Department of Com-
merce GFT or BAG License Exceptions, 15 
CFR 740.12 and 740.14, may require separate 
authorization by the Department of Com-
merce. 

(b) Specific licensing. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
other transactions that are directly in-
cident to professional research and pro-
fessional meetings that do not qualify 
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